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IFGLC TO HOLD THIRD INTERNATIONAL FORUM IN 
ATHENS: ZAPPEEION MEGARON  

 
Tampa, Florida. The International Foundation for Greek Language and Culture (IFGLC) 
announces that its third International Educational Forum will take place in Athens 
June 2-4, 2005, at the historic Zappeion Megaron. The theme this year is “Hellenic 
Paideia and Classical Values: Models for Political and Economic Activities”, and as 
always the event is free to the public.  Distinguished participants from academia, business 
and public service, including the president and prime minister of the Hellenic Republic, 
are expected to attend. Dr. Dennis Koutras is chairman of the event, and for more 
information about the Forum, please contact him in Athens at (0011-30) 210-348-5352, 
or contact Ms. Olga Gratsaniti of iForce at  (0011-30) 210-339-2500. Dr. John Balis 
represents IFGLC headquarters on the Forum committee.  
 
Speakers from the Hellenic Republic include His Eminence Christodoulos Archbishop 
of All Greece, The Honorable Karolos Papoulias, president of the Republic, Dr. 
Emmanuel Bechrakis, ophthalmologist and president of IFGLC-Athens, The 
Honorable Marietta Giannakou, Minister of Ethnic Education and Religion, The 
Honorable Dr. Panayiotis Skandalakis, Minister of Foreign Affairs, The Honorable 
Demetris Avramopoulos, Minister of Tourism, The Honorable Peter Doukas, Minister 
of the Economy, The Honorable Charles Ries, U.S. Ambassador to Greece, The 
Honorable Christos Zachopoulos, General Secretary of the Ministry of Culture,  The 
Honorable Ismene Kriari-Katrani, Special Secretary of Education for the Greeks 
Abroad and Intercultural Education, Prof. Evangelos Chrysos, professor at the 
University of Athens, Dr. Georgos Babiniotis, professor of linguistics and Chancellor of 
the University of Athens, Dr. Emmanuel Roukounas, president of the Academy of 
Athens, Dr. Demetris Glaros, president of the Center for Educational Research, Dr. 
Linos Benakis, scientific associate of the Academy of Athens, Prof. Panayiotis 
Bechrakis, professor of physiology and president of PSISA, Mr. Yiannis Polites, 
journalist, Mr. Lambros Smailis, journalist, Mr. Diamantis Seitanides, publisher and 
president of the National Youth Foundation, Mr. Konstantinos Zoulas, publisher, Prof. 
Stavros Papamarinopoulos, professor at the University of Patras, and Mr. Demetris 
Germides, former governor of the National Bank of Greece.  
 



 Speakers from the U.S. and U. K. include the following members of the IFGLC 
leadership: Dr. Chris P. Tsokos, president, Dr. John U. Balis, Executive Vice-president, 
Dr. Demetris Halkias, Treasurer, Dr. Ippokratis Kantzios, Academic Advisor, and Dr. 
Niki Kantzios, Educational Program Coordinator. In addition, the following 
distinguished speakers will take part: 
 
Dr. J. Peter Euben, Professor of Political Science and Kenan Distinguished Fellow in 
Ethics, Duke University 
      Department of Political Science, Box 90204, Durham, NC 27708 
      E-mail : euben@duke.edu,    phone:919-660-4367; FAX: 919-660-4367 

The title of Dr. Peter Euben’s talk is: "Engaging Hellenism: The Political 
Education of Athenian Democracy". 

  
Dr. Euben received his PhD from the University of California at Berkeley. His areas of 
specialization include ancient and modern political thought; literature and politics; 
political education; democratic culture and politics; and the politics of morality. The 
author of numerous books and articles on ancient and modern democracy, he has received 
fellowships from the National Science Foundation, the Social Studies Research Council, 
National Humanities Foundation and the Princeton Center for the Study of Human 
Values.  
 
Dr. Richard E. Rubenstein, Professor of Conflict Resolution and  Public Affairs, 
    George Mason University, 3401 N. Fairfax Drive, Arlington,   VA 22201 
    E-mail:  richruben@aol.com;  phone: 703-993-1307; FAX: 703-993-1302 

 
The title of Dr. Richard Rubenstein’s talk (35-40 min.) is: "Hellenic Paideia and 
International Conflict Resolution: Beyond the Clash of Civilizations" 
  Dr. Rubinstein is a graduate of Harvard College, Oxford University  (Rhodes 
Scholar) and Harvard School of Law. An expert on terrorism, among other subjects, he 
has authored numerous books, among them Aristotle’s Children, the story of how the 
joint study of Aristotle’s newly discovered natural histories by Christians, Jews and 
Moslems in Medieval Spain transformed Europe. 
 



Mr. Robin Waterfield, Author,  
      68 Manchuria Road, London, SW11 6AE, UK 
      E-mail: robin.waterfield@ntlworld.com;   

The title of Mr. Waterfield’s talk (35-40 min) is "Common Structures in Ancient 
Greek Politics" 

 
 Mr. Waterfield, a prolific and respected translator of more than twenty volumes of 
Greek philosophy, plays and history, is also the author of a wide range of books, among 
them a comprehensive history of the city of Athens. He has taught at Williams College 
and St. Andrew’s University (Scotland) in the UK and worked in publishing. He divides 
his time between London and the Peloponnesos, where he tends his olive groves. 
 
Mr. Emmanuel Rouvelas, attorney (CEO, Gates Law Firm) 

1200 N. Nash Street # 1126, Alexandria, VA  22209  
Ph: 202-662-8462; FAX 202-331-1024 
 e-mail: mannyr@prestongates.com 
The title of Mr. Rouvelas’ talk is “Classical Greece and Modern Corporate Ethics.” 

 
Mr. Rouvelas is chairman of a 150-member law firm in Washington, DC, engaged in 

government counseling and lobbying. He is a recognized authority in ocean shipping law 
and has advised many of the world’s CEOs. He has also served as an advisor to two 
presidential transitions, Congressional caucuses, members of the House and Senate, and 
other government agencies, as well as teaching corporate ethics and federal policy. 

 
Mrs. Marilyn Rouvelas – author 
     1200 N. Nash Street # 1126, Alexandria, VA  22209 
 phone: (703) 528-0088  



    
Mrs. Rouvelas, who received her degree in history from the American University, is the 
author of the best-selling Guide to Greek Traditions and Customs in America and editor 
of several popular books on Orthodoxy. She has done research for the Atlantic Monthly 
Magazine and been on the production staff of WETA public television and the Discovery 
Channel. She is active in the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America. 
 
Mr. Emmanuel J. Elliott – President and CEO, Gencor Industries, Inc. 
     521 N. Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando, Florida 32810 
 
      phone: 407-290-6000 ext. 302; FAX 407-299-8241 

               
 Mr. Elliott, a native of Cleveland, Ohio, has founded or acquired many successful 
companies in diverse fields ranging from fast foods to electronics and nuclear sciences. 
He is best known for his enterprises related to heavy equipment used in highway 
construction and food production and in fuel generation and environmental science. He 
personally holds many patents and serves on numerous associations related to 
transportation infrastructure. 
 
Dr. Ulysses J. Balis, MD – Chief of Pathology at Shriners’ Children’s Hospital, Boston, 
and Director of Pathology Informatics, Massachusetts General Hospital; also medical 
director of the Pathology Photography Lab at MGH. 
     Phone 617-371-4922; FAX 603-250-3139 
    E-mail: balis@helix.mgh.harvard.edu 
A graduate of Duke University and the University of South Florida, Dr. Balis holds 
degrees in computer engineering as well as medicine, and has used both in his research in 
tissue engineering and bioinformatics. He has served on several committees of the 
American College of Pathologists and on review sections for the NIH and has 



collaborated with the National Cancer Institute’s SPIN and Harvard’s VSL (Virtual 
Specimen Locator) initiative.  
 

 
 

Dr. Renu Khator – Provost, Vice President of Academic Affairs, and Professor 
    ADM 226, University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida 33620 
    phone: 813-974-2154; FAX (813) 974-5093 
    e-mail: rkhator@ acad.usf.edu 

 
 Dr. Khator, a native of India, received her PhD from Purdue University in 
Political Science with special emphasis on environmental policy. She has published 
widely on environmental and political science issues and public administration. She is a 
frequent speaker at international conferences, especially on water policy and the impact 
of globalization on the environment, and is active on local environmental boards. 
 
 
 
  


