
Hellenic News of AmericaMAY   2006 45

www.HellenicNews.com

May 9, 2006

Mr. Paul Kotrotsios, 
Founder and Publishing Director
The Hellenic News of America
26 West Chester Pike
Havertown, PA 19083

Dear Paul,

At times I hear general commentary 
that our communities are losing their 
Hellenic character and our best days 
have long passed, something that really 
bothers me, even if there is truth to it. It 
further bothers me that some have even 
questioned our efforts to help rejuvenate 
Hellenism in America, since in their 
opinion few of our youth, if any, really 
care. It is exactly on this point that I 
would like to elaborate in my current 
letter to you. Your newspaper is and can 
continue to be helpful to all of us in the 
general region that we reside. Effective 
and inspiring communication between 
communities and beyond is paramount 
to our learning and continuity.

Let me summarize some thoughts and 
why I think Hellenism is really immortal 
and, as such, we must be encouraged 
and really not lose our nerve in the face 
of adversity and numbers. «___ __ __ 
π____ __ __»/quality is not always to 
be found in the numbers:
 
1) The Future of Hellenism and Homer: 
 In the opinion of those who study his-
tory and the evolution of nations and 
societies, there seems to be no doubt that 
a new renaissance in Hellenic paedeia 
is forthcoming and Hellenism’s revival 
in the new century and millennium 
is only a matter of time. Our specific 
efforts are needed and will definitely 
shorten the duration of the new intel-
lectual “dark age” that has befallen on 
many of our schools and our society 
in general, in spite of the phenomenal 
progress in technology. Homer, the 
civilizer of humanity, views these kind 
of phenomena like the leaves of the tree 
and no one doubts that the green leaves 
will be back in the Spring time. “As is the 
generation of leaves on the ground so is 
that of humanity. The wind scatters the 
leaves on the ground, but the live timber 
burgeons with leaves again in the season 
of spring returning. So one generation 
of men will grow while another dies. 
(Iliad 6.146-150).”

2) Hellenic Paedeia as the Instrument 
for Conflict Resolution: 
If we try to see beyond the individual 
trees, we will recognize that the ancient 
Hellenic culture is among the few cul-
tures, if not the only one, where religious 
fanaticism never caused a hot war. This 
in spite of their polytheism or because 
of it, one can not be sure. In the current 
world environment, where religious 
conflict reigns out of control almost 
everywhere, and the chasm between 
Christianity and Islam has never been 
wider since the time of the Crusades, the 
Hellenic culture may be the only one to 
qualify as the temporal or secular culture 
that will be the cement to hold a society 
or a nation together. This was the vision 
that the fathers of the American consti-
tution had and made it reality, that we 
and the rest of the world have allowed to 

erode and now we need to revisit rather 
quickly. I say categorically that Hellenic 
paedeia in our educational system is the 
only instrument that has the power to 
do it. The Hellenes invented dialogue 
as a means for conflict resolution and 
we must relearn it!

3) Religious War History Has Been Re-
kindled: 
We are all pre-occupied (correctly so) 
and baffled, watching Islamic religious 
fanaticism, a fact that we Hellenes and 
Phil-Hellenes have been unsuccessfully 
trying to deal with since the 7th century 
A.D. Yes, you read it right, 14 centuries 
since the retreat of the Byzantines from 
Jerusalem started ! That conflict became 
worse when the Catholic-led Crusades 
surpassed fanatic Islam in religious zeal 
and the killings of Muslims and Ortho-
dox Christians alike in the name of the 
true “god of peace”. The advent of the 
United States in 1776 and the eventual 
democratization of Europe put, what 
appeared to be, an end to the historic 
religious wars. However, Islamic people 
had never had a real Hellenization 
through the equivalent of the renais-
sance; and because of lack of education, 
they have stayed despotic and by and 
large theocratic in their governments. 
When Islam really penetrated the Arab 
people early on, any Hellenization of 
the early Arabs faded away from their 
societies. Thus, now after a rather long 
period of being taken advantage of by 
the colonial and western powers, the 
Islamic people have reacted violently. 
In addition, many Islamic extremists 
are penetrating the western democracies 
via terrorism and immigration acts. The 
numbers gradually can favor Islam over 
time, if unchecked, both at their home 
countries and in the lands that they are 
penetrating. Furthermore, they as Mus-
lims do not play by the same democratic 
rules!! Both the Islamic countries and the 
West need Hellenic paedeia badly. How 
do we do it? While we are anxiously 
waiting for leadership enlightenment 
on both sides to put an end to this un-
expected religious and cultural war, let 
us start by rediscovering the value of 
Hellenic paedeia that we seem to have 
underrated in recent times. 

4) Hellenic Paedeia as the Moderating 
Force in a Secular Society: 
In recent decades in the United States, 
the very liberal elements (particularly 
via the courts) pushed too fast and too 
far to eliminate all Christian elements 
from public life, a strategy which has 
backfired with a reaction resulting in the 
creation of what has come to be known 
as the Interdenominational Religious 
Right, which, as seen by some observ-
ers, may resemble the analogue of a 
Christian “Taliban” in some specific 
behavioral patterns. It is only Hellenic 
paedeia that can bring about __ _____, 
or the measure of moderation, of the 
extremes and create a tolerable balance 
and a truly secular society. Let us remem-
ber that the ancient Hellenes were not 
irreligious. To the contrary, they were 
very religious people. Thus, Hellenic 
paedeia will cultivate the ground for 
the right to individual religious practice 
without interfering with the religious 
rights of other citizens. 

5) Communities Need to Stick to a Unique 
Package of Values for Survival: 
Let me now address how the above 
relate with our Hellenic communities, 
Hellenes and Phil-Hellenes alike. Our 
communities want, of course, to sur-
vive and prosper both spiritually and 
materially, but neither the systems nor 
the leadership needed seem to be in 
place. In fact, many spiritual leaders are 
experimenting with both the Hellenic 
and the Orthodox values that have had 
the test of time as cohesive forces for a 
community and society. By the time that 
all those experiments of de-Helleniza-
tion and “de-Orthodoxing” take place, 
it will be too late for real survival. The 
most unique package that can survive 
the challenges of the times is the one that 
re-interprets the intellectual part of Hel-
lenism as the study of the Hellenic Cul-
ture and Hellenic Grammateia as part of 
the community interest and education. 
I heard one spiritual leader saying that 
the festival should be called Orthodox 
Festival as opposed to Greek Festival. 
Imagine anyone coming to a festival 
for Orthodox food!! The early fathers of 
the Church recognized early on that the 
Christian message needs the power of 
Hellenic dialogue and the breadth and 
depth of Hellenic culture, if it is to catch 
on and stay that way. History has proven 
since then that when the Church, due 
to lack of Hellenic paedeia of the times, 
either expelled or ignored the Hellenic 
component of this Greco-Christian duo, 
the Christians  ended up as nominal 
Christians or behaving like “Christian 
Talibans”, if one is to borrow the recent 
Islamic terminology. We need to keep 
__ _____ or the balance of things.

6) Hellenic Studies for Community Sur-
vival: 
Each community will reinforce its 
panoply for survival if it connects with 
a Hellenic Center at a local college or 
university, where Hellenic Grammateia 
is valued and taught. In this manner, 
an Interdisciplinary Center for Hellenic 
Studies of the type that we are referring 
to, will serve as the intellectual outlet 
as well as source for a really cultural 
environment for the community. Our 
recently established Center at Stockton 
College can be a typical model. The 
Stockton Center with the perpetuity 
clause in the AFGLC contract with the 
college consists of five professorships 
(__________), namely: Greek Language 
and Literature, Modern Hellenic His-
tory, Hellenic Philosophy, Byzantine 
History, and Orthodox Civilization and 
Hellenic Culture. A community without 
a local source of intellectual inspiration 
can not be ready for the challenging 
future and the likelihood for survival 
is rather low. The interaction of our 
youth with such a center, in one form 
or another (including its participation in 
cultural seminars or taking a course as 
appropriate), can cultivate   and feed our 
people with the eternal Hellenic nectar 
and ambrosia for the development of 
the spirit and the mind! 

7) Our Hellenic and Phil-Hellenic Youth 
Contains the Seed for our Future: 
Contrary to general opinion, there is a 
good portion of our youth who are in-
terested in their identity and discovering 

their Hellenic roots. They do not want 
to be unnoticed sheep in a large herd!  
This desire is reinforced and amplified 
when the setting involves their Phil-
Hellenic friends and associates as in a 
college class. I have witnessed college 
students, both of Hellenic and non-
Hellenic extraction, who, after having 
a tour of Greece’s historic sites with a 
knowledgeable professor as their guide, 
got very emotional as they described 
their new insight and experienced the 
greatness that Hellenism offers. The seed 
that will grow into a new Hellenic tree 
for the coming generations is right here, 
but we need to cultivate it. 

8) Make Intellectual Investment Before 
your End Comes: 
Our current generation of Hellenes, 
thanks to the values and dedication 
by the early less educated  immigrant 
parents and grandparents, is doing very 
well in every endeavor. It is important 
however, that we do not neglect to 
give to our children what they gave 
to us: Hellenic Values and desire for 
accomplishment. This will happen if 
we invest now. Please, let us imagine 
together the potential power of Hel-
lenism and philhellenism, if all of us 
recognize the value of making Hellenic 
paedeia our adopted child and put it 
into practice. Our children may need 
to inherit money, but what they really 
need, that they will value more than 
money, is parental/family legacy and 
human values, which when combined 
with technical tools, will allow them to 
conduct their lives admirably and earn 
their livelihood honorably. This will 
really count! Are we willing to give our 
children this family legacy, the greatest 
gift of all?

                    GENOITO!!     

The above points attempt 
to make the argument in a 
summary way that our future 
is bright, if we use our heritage 
treasure and invest to make 
it available to our children 
and our posterity. Those of us 
who may have the biological 
Hellenic genes and those who 
have the cultural Hellenic 
genes via Hellenic paedeia and 
culture, have a tremendous 
responsibility for our collective 
Hellenic future. In this, we must 
succeed. If we do not succeed, 
history will not forgive us! This 
is the motto of the American 
Foundation for Greek Language 
and Culture (AFGLC). 
“_ _____ ___ __ __ ______”. As 
we all know,  harmony and 
coordinated cooperation are 
essential ingredients to our 
success, for which we seem to 
have a deficit at this time.

Respectfully,

Peter N. Yiannos, PhD.
 
Wilmington, DE
President - Tri-State American 
Foundation for Greek Language 
and Culture (AFGLC)
caliopey@comcast.net
TE: 302-475-7607
 

TAKE THE CHALLENGE - LEAVE A FAMILY LEGACY
If you like and agree with the AFGLC analysis about our effort in securing Hellenic 
survival for the future by establishing Hellenic Centers in perpetuity in Colleges 
and Universities, please respond to us in any of the following ways:    
 
I’m interested in becoming a professorship sponsor and naming it after myself or 
member of my family and would like to talk to you. My Tel. No. is: ______________
____and my 
e-mail address (if applicable) is:_________________________________

I may not be interested in sponsoring a whole professorship at this time, but I 
would like to contribute to the best of my capability. Please accept my check writ-
ten to Tri-State AFGLC in the amount of $________________________ (any amount 
is welcome)    
or contact me at my Tel. No._____________________ to transfer stock or other 
property to the Account of Tri-State AFGLC 

Please cut out the form and mail it to the AFGLC address shown below

                                             THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

 
(302)475-7607

caliopey@comcast.net

This AFGLC ad is sponsored by dedicated supporter Dr. James Faller
______________________________________________________________________
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TAKE THE CHALLENGE - 
                           LEAVE A FAMILY LEGACY


